TheCall of Lady Wisdom. Proverbs8-9 5/28/00 #7

I. Introduction and Review.
A. You must choose between Lady Wisdom and Madame Folly.
1. Theappeal of Madame Folly (the strange woman): secretive, immoral, faithless,
heartless, selfish, offering fleeting pleasur esleading to death. 7:1-27 9:13-18
2. Theappeal of Lady Wisdom (the soul’strue bride): open, holy, faithful, loving,
serving, offering everlasting blessedness and life. 8:1-36 9:1-6
B. WhoisLady Wisdom? 8:1-5
1. An Attributeof God. Eph. 1:8 Job 12:13 Jer. 10:12
2. Wisdomisrevealed in Scripture. Ps. 19:7f
3. JesusChrist isWisdom Incarnate. | Co. 1:30 Isa. 11:1-2 Jer. 23:5

1. Wisdom’svirtue and beauty should attract you. 8:6-31

A. Sheoffersyou moral excellence. 8:6-9

1. Her teachingisnoble, right, true, and righteous. 8:6-8
a. TheWord of God isinfallibleand excellent. Ps. 19:911 Ti. 3:16-17
b. JesusChrist perfectly displays Wisdom. | Co. 1:24,30-31

2. Only those with spiritual under standing can grasp her teaching. 8:9
a. Wisdom does not disclose her self to those who arewise in their own eyes.

Mt. 11:25f 13:12-16 1 Co. 1:18-25 John 8:43

b. You must have a heart which isreceptiveto spiritual knowledge. | Co. 2:14

B. Wisdom makesyou shrewd and successful in life. 8:10-21

1. Wisdom isthe most preciousthing. 8:10-11
a. Ifyour goal in lifeisto berich, wisdom will elude you.
b. The Scriptureisbetter than gold. Ps. 119:14,72,127
c. Christ Jesusisour greatest treasure. Mt. 13:46 Col. 2:3

2. Sheteachesyou to humbly fear God. 8:12-139:10 1:7 Phil. 2:5ff Mt. 20:28
The proud will never bewise. 1 Co. 1:26-29

3. Wisdom offersyou royal counsel. 8:14-161 Kn. 3:9,28
Christ isour wiseKing. Is. 11:1-59:6-71 Co. 1:24

4. Shelovesand blesses you when you love and seek her. 8:17,35
a. Jesuslovesthosewho love Him. John 14:21 Mt. 7:7:f
b. Christ sendsthe Spirit who givesyou a new nature with new desiresfor

wisdom. Ro. 8:7-11,14 12:2 John 16:8 | Jn. 4:19 Jer. 31:3

5. Wisdom offersyou great rewards. 8:18-21

Christ Jesusmakesyou rich. 11 Co. 8:9 Mt. 6:19-20 Rev. 3:18 | Pet. 1:4-5

C. Wisdom’sglory isdisplayed toyou in creation. 8:22-31 Gen. 1:1f
1. Wisdom iseternal and Onewith God. v. 22-26 Ps. 90:2 Job 15:7f 38:4
Christ iseternal and One with the Father. John 1:1-2 10:30 17:5 Col. 1:15
2. Wisdom mediated the gloriouswork of creation. v. 27-30a
a. ChrististheCreator. John 1:3 Col. 1:16 Heb. 1:2
b. Beforeyou can produce anything worthwhile and significant with your life,
you must possess wisdom (Christ). Jn. 15:5
3. Wisdom delightsin God’swork. v. 30b-31a
a. Shergoicesin creation. v. 3laGen. 1:31
b. Christ delightsin the Father. v. 30c John 4:34 6:38 Heb. 10:7 Ps. 40:8
c. TheFather isdelighted with the Son. v. 30b Isa. 42:1 Mt. 3:17 17:5 Cal. 1:13
4. Wisdom particularly reoicesin mankind, the pinnacle of God’screation. v. 31b
Christ rgoicesin redeeming mankind. Heb. 12:2 Isa. 53:10-11 Eph. 3:10,21



[11.Wisdom callsyou. 9:1-6,13-18 8:1-5

A. Sheoffersyou afeast. 9:1-21sa. 25:6
1. Wisdom hasprepared aroyal banquet. 9:1-2 Ps. 23:5
2. TheWord of God isa spiritual feast for thesoul. Ps. 19:7f 119:103 11 Ti. 3:16-17
3. Christ hasprepared afeast for us. John 6:48-58 I sa. 55: 1f
4. Madame Folly has prepared a deadly banquet. 9:17 20:17 30:20

B. Wisdom givesyou an invitation. 8:1-5 9:3-5

1. Wisdom makesa public and universal invitation to the undeserving. 8:1-59:3-5
a. Sheopenly callsto all classes of people. 8:1-59:4
b. Itishumbling for so grand a personageto reach down to such lowlife.
c. Shesendsout her servantsto beckon men to her feast. 9:3a

2. Jesusoffersthe Himself to all peopleindiscriminately: the free offer of the gospel
a. Heappealspublicly and universally. John 7:37 Mt. 28:18-20 L uke 14:23
b. HeHumbles Himself to be made man and to dwell among sinners. Phil. 2:5f
c. Hehassent Hisservantsinto theworld toinvite all to come. Acts1:8

Mt. 22:2f 28:18f Luke 14:23
3. Madame Folly also makes a universal and public appeal. 9:14-16

C. Wisdom awaitsyour response. 9:5-6,18
1. Lady Wisdom invitesyou to turn from folly (repent) to eat (believe). 9:5-6a
2. Christ Jesuscallsmen torepent and believe. Mt. 4:1711 Co. 6:17-18 Js. 4.4
3. Your response determinesyour destiny. 9:6b,18

IV.What isyour answer to Wisdom’s urgent appeal? 8:32-36 9:7-12

A. Don’t be a scoffer. 9:7-8a, 12, 8 8:36
1. Scoffershate wisdom and reproof. 15:12 [1 Chron. 30:10
2. A point comeswhen you shouldn’t bother trying to persuadethem. 19:25 21:11
22:10 Mt. 7:6 10:14-15 Acts 13:46 18:6
3. If you rgect wisdom you areto blamefor your own doom. 9:12b,18 8:36 29:1

B. Beteachable. 9:8b-12a8:32-35 3:7
1. Seek wisdom! 8:32-35Isa. 55:3
2. Thewise (God fearing) welcome correction. 9:8b-9 27:6 11 Sam. 12 Gal. 2:11-14
3. Wisdom will blessyou with life. 9:10-12a 8:32-35 Ps. 1:1f
Christ isour life. 1 IJn. 5:11-12 John 1:4 14:6 11:25 5:24

V. Concluding Applications. Jer. 9:23-24

Questions for Family Wor ship.

1. What isthe symbolic meaning of “Wisdom”? 8:1f 9:1f

2. Contrast the charms of Lady Wisdom with those of Madame Folly. 8:6-21
3. Isit possible to be “learned” but not wise? How?

4. What wastherole of “Wisdom” in creation? 8:22-31

5. How doestherole of Wisdom in creation liketherole of Christ? John 1:1f
6. Contrast the feast of Lady Wisdom with the banquet of Madame Folly. 9:1-6 13-18
7. How does Christ, like Wisdom, offer mankind afeast? 9:1-6

8. Can a scoffer blame God (predestination) for hisdeath? 8:36 9:12b

9. Are there some people who are not worth correcting? 9:7-9

10. Areyou teachable? 9:9

11. How can you gain wisdom? 8:32-35




