A Healthy Church. Acts2:41-47 4/27/03

I. Introduction: It isimportant for you to be part of a healthy church. Mt. 16:181 Ti. 2:15

Il. A healthy church evangelizes. Acts2:41,47

A.

Wher e does evangelism take place?

1. Evangelism takes place when believerstake the gospel out into the world.

2. What iswrong with making evangelism the focus of the weekly wor ship service?
3. Weneed peoplewho arewilling to go out and seek thelost.

. ItisGod who addsto our number. v.47 13:48 16:14 |sa.55:11

Those who believe should be baptized immediately. 16:31-34

A healthy church isdevoted to the Apostolic teaching. v. 42a

. TheWord of God should be faithfully proclaimed. 11 Ti. 3:16-4.5

1. Preachingthe Word wascentral in theearly church. 6:420:7,201 Ti. 4:13

[l Ti.4:1-5Lu. 4:17-19 Neh. 8:5-6

Our source of authority istheinfallible and sufficient Scripture. Il Ti. 3:16-17
Our job isto expound the Scriptures. 11 Ti. 4:1-2

Those who preach must proclaim the Word fearlessly. 11 Ti. 4:3-5

A healthy church issound in doctrine. Ro. 6:17 16:17 Titus 1:9
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. Thecongregation should listen eagerly and attentively.

A healthy church isdevoted to fellowship (koinonia). v. 42b

Our fellowship isa sharing in Christ. 1 Jo. 1:3,71 Co. 1:9 10:16

Wearelovingly involved in one-another’slives. v. 46 Ga. 2:96:2 11 Co. 1:7 He. 10:33

. We share by meeting one-another’s material needs. v. 44-45 4:32-356:1 | Jo. 3:17

Js. 1:27 Ga. 22106:10 11 Co.8:49:13He. 13:161 Ti.6:181 Co. 16:2 Ro. 12:13 15:26

. Wesharetogether by contributing to the ministry of the church. Phil. 1:54:15

| Co.9:1416:1-2 |1 Ti.5:17-18 Gal. 6:6
Why don’t we pass the plate and have special offerings?

V. A healthy church isdevoted to the breaking of bread: the L ord’s Supper. v. 42c

A.

Communion was an integral part of the weekly wor ship of the early church. 20:7
| Co.11:17-31

. Why do we practice weekly communion?

1. Wefollow the practice of the early church. | Co. 4:16-17 11:17-31
2. Jesuscommanded usto do thisin remembrance of Him. Lu. 22:19 1 Co. 11:24-25
3. Why not have communion once a month or once a quarter?

. Why not have a full meal?

. Who should partake of the Lord’s Supper? (Seeinsert). | Co. 11:27-30



VII.

A healthy church isdevoted to (corporate) prayer. v. 42d Romans 12:12 Col. 4:2

. Theearly church wasa church at prayer. Acts2:42 1:14 4:24-31 6:4 12:5,12 13:2-3

| Ti.2:1-2 Ro. 12:12 Col. 4:2 Eph. 6:18 | Co. 11:4-51 Th. 5:17

. What elements should beincluded in prayer? (ACTYS)

1. Adoration. Mt. 6:9b Acts 4:25f

2. Confession. Mt. 6:121 John 1:8-10 Ps. 32 51

3. Thanksgiving. Col. 4:2 Phil. 1:3-54:6 Ro. 1:81 Th. 1:3f | Ti. 2:1
4. Supplication (requests). Mt. 6:10-11,13 Acts 4:29-30

. For what should we pray?

1. For theadvancement of God’s kingdom. Mt. 6:10
a. For missionaries. Acts13:3 Eph. 6:19-20 Ro. 15:30-31
b. For thework of evangelism and for thelost (Operation World). Rom. 10:1
2. For the spiritual needs of the church body. Eph. 6:18 Js. 5:16
a. Victory over temptation. Mt. 6:13
b. For thosebeing persecuted. Acts12:5
c. For spiritual growth and understanding. Eph. 3:16-19
3. For our physical and material needs. Mt. 6:11 Js. 2:14-15
4. For our nation and itsleaders. | Tim. 2:1-4 Jer. 29:7
5. For our church leaders. Eph. 6:19

. Who should participatein corporateprayer? | Ti.2:8

When one prays aloud, everyone else should pray silently with him.

Themen areresponsibleto lead out in prayer. | Ti.2:8

The women also may pray.

Does vocal female participation in prayer violate the command for women to be

silent in thechurches? | Co. 14:341 Ti. 2:9-15

a. Thecommandment for silenceisnot absolute.

b. Women arenot to exercise leader ship over men in the church.

c. It appearsthat women participated in corporate prayer in the early church.
Acts1:141 Co. 11:5,13

d. Perhapshead coverings were meant asareminder of subordination for women
who would speak out (prayer or prophecy) in church gatherings.
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. How should you pray publicly?

1. Studytheprayersin Scripture (Psalms, Epistles).
2. Pray for matters of corporate concern.
3. Start off with short prayers.

. Why pray?

God commands usto pray.

We are needy people.

Eternal thingsare at stake.

God actswhen we pray. Prayer ispowerful. Js. 5:16 Mt. 21.22 Eph. 3:20
Our prayersarepleasingto God. Rev. 5:8 8:3-4
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. How much should we pray together? | Th. 5:17 Coal. 4:2

Conclusion: A balanced diet makesfor a healthy church.




Discussion questions for family wor ship.

1. What arethe characteristics of a healthy church, according to Acts 2:42?

2. Arethereother important attributes of a healthy church taught elsewherein the Bible?
3. What kind of teaching should betaking place in the church?

4. What does fellowship mean? What are some biblical expressions of fellowship?

5. Why does Grace Bible Church celebrate communion every week?

6. What are some essential elementsof prayer (ACTS)?

7. What are some important subjectsfor corporate prayer?

8. Who should participate in cor porate prayer?

9. What are some differ ences between public and private prayer?




